Weni and the Kowhai Tree

Te Hauora

The First Breath
Once upon a time a girl named Weni inherited a piece of land. She didn’t know what she
would do with it. That night Weni had a dream about a beautiful kowhai tree. So she decided that she would plant a kowhai tree on this piece of land. When she told her friends
about it, they scoffed at her, because this piece of land was in an area that was very dry
and arid and only good enough for tussocks, however, Weni ignored them.
For one week, Weni worked very hard to prepare the soil for the planting of a kowhai
seed. She tilled the soil and added compost and left it to rest for a week. She knew the
warmth of the sun and the gentle falling of the rain that day would also help with the
preparation of the soil.

The initial steps of starting school, where everything is new and the surroundings are strange.
You are a newbie ‘taking your first breath’ steps in to school, the time of discovery.

Kākano
The Seed (planting)
One week later, Weni carefully planted her kowhai seed in the rich soil
and lightly watered it. Every day she watered it waiting for it to grow.

When she told her friends they laughed and said that the kowhai seed
would never grow. But Weni continued to look after her kowhai seed.
Again Weni knew the warmth of the sun would help too.

You are now growing with familiarity in your new environment, exploring more
widely with learnings about you, your school and your teachers.

Piphipihi
Seedling
Many weeks later, Weni went down to water her kowhai seed as usual and
there to her amazement, a tiny shoot had appeared from the ground. Weni
was so excited, that she told her friends about the wonderful news. Her friends
weren't interested. The next day, another shoot appeared. Weni was very happy.

This is where you are growing in confidence; aspiring to work independently soaking up new knowledge
and practising learning skills

Tipurangi
Growth
It wasn’t long before the kowhai seedling began to grow bigger and taller.
Weni continued to water her kowhai seedling and the sun continued to give
the seedling warmth. Weni loved watching the growth of her seedling. It
didn’t take long before it became a small tree.

You are growing in all aspects of your leaning continuing to develop independence and self
management skills.

Puāwai
Blossoming
As the tree continued to grow and form branches, the sun continued to give it warmth
and Weni continued to water it. And so Weni was delighted when blossoms began to

form on the kowhai tree. She also knew that these blossoms would soon change into
flowers. (And of course, the sun and rain continued to nurture the kowhai tree too).
The yellow kowhai flowers were the prettiest flowers that Weni had ever seen.

This is where you are ‘coming’ into yourself, your confidence has grown, your self belief

Rapunga
It wasn’t long before the seed pods began to form on the tree and Weni knew that
these seed pods would soon be released and dispersed into the wind to grow
somewhere else. Weni decided to collect some seeds and when her friends came
to see her and the kowhai tree, Weni gave some seeds to her friends so that they
could grow a kowhai tree too.

The setting of goals and aspirations are reflected in the forming and growth of the
seed pods.

Te Whainga

You are ready to pursue your goals/aspirations and ready for your journey in to
high school, reflected in the dispersal of the seeds to other places to begin the
journey again.

Taumata
It is time for you to ‘sit on the summit of Tititea’ and know that this is also a time to:
•

Reflect on your learning journey

•

Be thankful to all who have supported your learning journey

•

Congratulate yourself for getting here

•

Remember this is only the beginning of a new adventure.

This is about you - reaching the highest level of your journey.
You have arrived and reached your final destination of your learning journey at
Wanaka Primary School.

An added Maori proverb/whakatauki
“Whaia te iti kahurangi.
Ki te tuohu koe me he maunga teitei”
Seek the treasure you value most dearly. If you bow your
head, let it be to a lofty mountain.
This is about aiming high for what is truly valuable - be persistent, and like Weni, don’t let anything stop your from
reaching your goal.

Epilogue:
Just a few notes about some of the things in the story. When I told it to the tamariki I drew pictures
about each stage of the kowhai tree’s growth. At each stage of the kowhai tree’s growth, the sun and
rain appear. They are representative of the teachers. At each stage of the child’s journey in school they
are ‘looked after’ and nurtured, guided by the teachers, just like the sun does for the kowhai tree. The
presence of the rain reflects the knowledge and learning that teachers share continually; sometimes in
showers, sometimes in downpours, and of course, the initial watering by Weni reflects the role modelling and leadership that is needed for growth of a new idea. Did you notice the persistence of Weni to
continue against all resistance and her continued devotion in making sure that the kowhai tree grew?
This is not just a story about the tamariki journey at Wānaka Primary School, but the same story is synonymous with a new journey at high school, tertiary education, or starting a new job, and in fact anything new in life; taking the first breath, becoming the seed, sprouting new shoots, growing up and
branching out, blossoming, flowering and finally seed podding and seed dispersal.
Then the journey begins again.
A tale told by Mary -Anne Tamati to all the learners at Wānaka Primary School

