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Purpose of this Kōrero

Inform parents / whānau about:

● Recent changes to the NZ Curriculum and expectations
● Recent changes to reporting
● Unpacking the jargon
● Reporting timeline
● How to partner effectively with your child’s teacher



Section 1:  

The NZ Curriculum



Focus on the Science of Learning
Research into cognitive science guides the changes. Children 

learn best with clear structure, explicit teaching, and systematic 

practices that cement skills into long-term memory.

It marks a shift from teaching through open discovery to active, 

guided learning, particularly in early literacy and numeracy 

foundations.

Nationally Consistent Standards
The previous 2007 broad "curriculum levels" are replaced with 

highly detailed year-by-year learning progressions. This helps 

ensure that no child falls through the gaps.

Every school nationwide is aligning on identical benchmarks, 

ensuring parents can seamlessly understand expectations 

wherever they go.

Why Is Our Curriculum Changing?





Science of Reading: Grounded in research on how human brains learn 

to process and decode language.

Systematic Phonics: Explicitly teaches how letters link to sounds, 

spelling patterns, and syllable rules.

Equitable Success: Proven to elevate reading performance for all 

learners, supporting neurodiversity brilliantly.

Structured Literacy as part of a Balanced Literacy Programme





Fluency & Mastery

Renewed emphasis on basic arithmetic facts, 

number tables, and mental math, establishing 

strong computational baselines early.

Connected Big Ideas

Integrates number sense, algebra, 

measurement, and geometry seamlessly to help 

children construct meaningful patterns.

Logical Reasoning

Focuses on encouraging students to explain 

mathematical rationale rather than just arriving 

at correct answers.

Mathematics: A Refreshed Focus



Section 2:  

Assessment



Student Year Group Assessment Tool What It Measures Frequency & Use

Years 1 & 2 Phonics Check Letter-sound links & word decoding After 20 weeks and 40 weeks at school

Years 3 to 6 SMART Progress Tool English and Math progression alignments Twice yearly (mid-year & end-year checks)

Years 3 to 6 PATs / e-asTTle Reading comprehension & math scale comparison Scheduled dynamically during the school year

Years 1 to 6 Classroom Diagnostics Writing rubrics, reading logs & observation Ongoing, daily formative assessments

Standardised Assessment Tools





Section 3:  

Reporting





1. Standard Progress Descriptors: Reading, Writing, and Maths tracked across 5 common levels: Emerging, Developing, 

Consolidating, Proficient, and Exceeding.

2. Teacher Narratives: Personalized comments describing your child's classroom examples, and practical guidance to 

reinforce learning.

3. Visual Progress Graphs: Clear visual representations generated directly through our Edge SMS portal showing growth 

curves over school terms.

4. Standardised Check Results: - Where/how to view these.  (will be shared at parent/teacher conferences.)

5. Student Attendance Data: School attendance percentages,

The Five Reporting Common Components







Wānaka Primary School Mid-Year Reporting Template



"You may notice a shift in your child's reported 
progress descriptors this year. This is the result of 

realigned, higher national benchmarks, not a drop in 
their actual capability."

"

"

A Note on Progress Levels



Visit:  Parent Portal Website:  

Want to Know More…..?

https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal


Questions & Collaboration
We are in this together to ensure every student thrives at Wānaka Primary.
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